HOW CADMIUM AFFECTS THE BODY
Transcript of Interview with from Dr. Peter Orris, MD, MPH, FACP, FACOEM, Professor

and Director, Occupational Health Service Institute, University of Illinois Chicago.
Animation by GO Studios, Inc. Translation by Professor Jianhsin Wu and Professor Allan Barr.

Cadmium is a heavy metal. Itis used in a variety of industrial processes. If it is not well
controlled and workers are not well protected, workers suffer the health effects of this
toxic and irritating chemical.

B T AR SR K P 0o B AT AR K A M R P A 2 1 it 2 38 Jlont N Ak
R -

When workers breathe it in, it irritates upper airways, causes bronchitis and other
problems. If it gets to the lower airways it will cause pneumonitis, and in fact chronic
scarring of the lungs. When it is incorporated into body through lungs into the blood
stream, it will deposit in bones, liver, and a variety of other organ systems. Eventually it
is excreted though urine and causes damage to the kidneys. Chronically, over a long
period of time, cadmium is a known carcinogen.

NN, SRPCERPRGE, SHESCUE REIE R WEREEIEARPIRGE
SR, WITAERTFR R N A ARE IR o =5 e s 8k N B A B IV 30 2R G i 215K 42
Sif, SEBRTER, RS HAA R RS A . f)n i R AN, 250k
KPR o e — BRI ), i 2 38 B B

The general public understands a good deal about lead. Cadmium is very similar, but
on top of lead toxicity, it is extraordinarily irritating, so it is more toxic than lead.
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